

1

SERMON ON THE MOUNT PART 20
Wealth and Worry


Please turn in your bibles to Matthew 6:19.
 
We have just completed our study within our study of the Lord’s Prayer. We should be able to see how the prayer built on what Jesus said in the earlier parts of the sermon, as well as what He experienced prior to His giving of the message. Jesus is building His message – one layer upon another. It is also important when trying to work through biblical passages that we see not only their historical and cultural context, but also the immediate context. What I mean is where the verse, pericope, and paragraph is placed in relationship to another. This will help us today as we work through our selected passage. 

As we are now past the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus goes on to speak once again about forgiveness. Why? Because it was just addressed in the prayer. We have already talked about this, so we will move past verses 14 and 15. We have also already addressed the verses related to fasting and hypocrisy, so we will move past them also and start in verse 19.

Matt. 6:19   x“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where ymoth and rust5 destroy and where thieves zbreak in and steal, 20 xbut lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matt. 6:22   a“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 abut if byour eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

Matt. 6:24   c“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and dmoney.6

Matt. 6:25   e“Therefore I tell you, fdo not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 gLook at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. hAre you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his ispan of life?7 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, jeven Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, kO you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For lthe Gentiles seek after all these things, and myour heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But nseek first othe kingdom of God and his righteousness, pand all these things will be added to you.

Matt. 6:34   q“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Hopefully we are able to see the theme running through this pericope. It is basically that of faith and provision. That may not jump out at us at first, but as we go through the verses, I believe it will jump off the page at you. Some of your bibles may have a subtitle such as “laying up treasure in Heaven”. While that is what verses 16-18 speak of, it is not the main theme of which Jesus is speaking. That would be to oversimplify things and ignore the linkage with the rest of the pericope. Think of these verses as more of a heading for what follows. Sometimes the subheadings in our bibles can be a bit misleading; failing to take into account the bigger picture of what is being said. 

Matt. 6:19   x“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where ymoth and rust5 destroy and where thieves zbreak in and steal, 20 xbut lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

We have two “places” contrasted here. We have earth and Heaven, but we shouldn’t JUST think of these in a geographic sense. They also relate to two different kingdoms or two different ways of thinking. What I mean is that there is the kingdom of God/ Heaven and all that that entails. We should be familiar with this as we have focused on the entire message of Jesus. We also have the ways of the world. Later today, we will see Jesus contrast the ways of the Gentiles with the kingdom. That tells us that we are talking about more than geography here. 

Jesus begins by saying not to lay up, or store up for ourselves treasures here, on earth, where they can be eaten by moths. We then see the word, “rust”. Rust is not the Greek word here. The Greek speaks of vermin, or a pest, who devours crops. We won’t get into how rust came to be used here, it comes from the Latin, but it still works. The word translated “treasures” is “thesauros”. We get our English word, thesaurus from it. It means something like a collection of wealth. A Thesaurus is a collection of words. Think of it as amassing things. 

Jesus is contrasting a type of wealth and what we are to see as valuable. There are things that have value here on earth – things that can bring us comfort and security, as well as amusement. Keep in mind that in Jesus’ day, only the wealthiest of people, mostly kings and those working directly for them, had any sort of real financial security or “liquid” assets. The Torah, (as well as Jesus), speaks of not taking someone’s outer cloak as collateral because they also used it as a blanket at night. Most people in the ancient world were dirt poor. Most people had no liquid assets other than their clothing and possibly a few other meager possessions. With this in mind, let’s further understand that He and his disciples will live a mostly itinerant lifestyle and won’t carry much on their person. 
So, when mentioning things that can be eaten by moths or other pests – anything from locusts to mice, Jesus is specifically talking about clothing and food; things that provide comfort, nourishment and security. When applying this to our day and time, we should expand things a bit to the things that bring us security and nourishment. That includes these things as well as others. When we get on down the page, this will be evident. But Jesus says that we shouldn’t amass things that can be lost while here on earth but should amass/ invest in things that are of eternal value. Most of us are probably familiar with this concept, but it has also been abused. 

Some have taught that we are not to plan for the future or have anything at all. But this isn’t what Jesus is saying. Elsewhere we read of the ant, who stores up food in advance. We have already talked about this. We also need to think of what has already been said today about the itinerant lifestyle of Jesus and the apostles. Where did they get their food and shelter? Jesus didn’t snap His fingers every time they were hungry, and He didn’t say any magic words and poof! a tent came out of nowhere. No, they were taken care of by individuals who fed and sheltered them as they traveled. Sometimes they fished. But if no one had anything because they gave everything away, or stopped working, or stopped saving, then no one would get anywhere. How would the poor widows have been taken care of in Jerusalem? How would anyone have been able to give to the fund Paul collected for the poor Jews in Jerusalem? The point is not that we shouldn’t have anything or that we are not to plan. The point is that there is another economy in the kingdom of God, and we have to be focused on that. We will see this more clearly as we move forward. Jesus then lays down a principle when He says that, “where your treasure is, your heart will be also.” 

There are two things being said here. One – where and how we spend our money has much to say about our priorities. And, priorities are a major theme here. Two – Are we investing in this world or the next? This is what is meant by “where”. 



If we look at our bank statement, we can track our spending. Once we have bought the essentials, what do we spend on kingdom stuff; giving to the church, to others, to those in need? You get the idea. Jesus says a lot about taking care of the vulnerable. But we also need to see why we don’t do these things if we aren’t doing them. And that comes down to the main theme of the text. 

Matt. 19:16   iAnd behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to jhave keternal life?” 17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. lIf you would enter life, keep the commandments.” 18 He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, m“You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, 19 Honor your father and mother, and, nYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man said to him, o“All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be pperfect, go, qsell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have rtreasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 sWhen the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

As we have seen elsewhere, people ask Jesus questions often in order to get to the bottom line and know what the minimum is they are expected to do. This man is no different. “What must I do? Keep the commandments. I’ve already checked that box. Good, then sell everything you have and give it to the poor.” And the young man then went away sorrowful because he had great possessions.  Jesus hit a nerve. But He was trying to make a point. This was the man’s main issue. He loved his stuff. He didn’t understand who had given it to him and he didn’t understand WHY he was given them in the first place. He wasn’t fully on board. And that leads us to the next point. 

Matt. 6:22   a“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 abut if byour eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

Matt. 6:24   c“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and dmoney.6

We are told that the eye is the lamp of the body. What does that mean? Has Jesus changed subjects? Verses 22 and 23 do seem to be out of place/ context. So, let’s keep reading. Look at verse 24. We see here that Jesus is speaking once more about money. This tells us that He hasn’t changed subjects. We are still in the area of money, as well as some other main theme. If we keep on reading, we see that Jesus moves into the main theme, of which money is only a part. But back to the eye being the lamp of the body. 

Without getting too far out into the weeds, as far as the Greek goes, we can see that “eye” is used in the singular and this one eye is said to be a lamp or a window in some translations. To be succinct, Jesus is speaking of being single-minded, focused on one thing, not being double-minded, which is disastrous to a believer. Being focused on one thing, in this case one priority is good, it is light. The opposite of that is of course, darkness, or evil. How does singularity fit into this? The next verse speaks of serving two masters – which Jesus portrays as not being good, or even possible. We know that a person can work more than one job. But a slave was typically owned by one master. Jesus says that you can’t properly serve or love two – only one. This goes back to having a single focus. What does that have to do with treasure or wealth, or security? Is Jesus simply giving us financial advice? Are we not to have anything? Are we to take a vow of poverty? No. We have already discussed this. But the picture He is beginning to paint is that we have to prioritize what we do with what we have. We have to a single or main focus. 

We amass things for different reasons. In Jesus’ day virtually no one could do this. But when they did, except for vanity or excess, it was done for security – to be able to continue to live and flourish. Everyone wants Eden; even the unbeliever. Now, what have we been saying about provision and security, flourishing throughout this study? This should have already been raising flags, but in a good way. Let’s continue and see if we can tie things together and get to the meat of what Jesus is saying. Notice the first word of the next verse, “therefore”. That is a clue to the structure of the text. While we read, see if you can discern a theme that will relate to what we have already said throughout the Sermon on the Mount.  

Matt. 6:25   e“Therefore I tell you, fdo not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 gLook at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. hAre you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his ispan of life?7 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, jeven Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, kO you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For lthe Gentiles seek after all these things, and myour heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But nseek first othe kingdom of God and his righteousness, pand all these things will be added to you.

Matt. 6:34   q“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Ok. What do we have here? We have Jesus saying, “therefore”. That clues us into the fact that He is building a point upon what we have just read. Because we are not to store up stuff for ourselves here that can be taken away while we are here, and that if we are single-minded, serving only one master, or LORD, then we are not to be anxious, or worry. Does worrying about provision ring any bells? It should. We have been talking about this constantly. It was mentioned in the Lord’s Prayer. The Beatitudes are about flourishing – Eden. What does the prayer say? We are to pray for what we need today at this time. What did we learn from the manna story in the OT? God is our provider and we are to trust/ have faith in Him. What are verses 25-34 saying? They are talking about not being anxious, or not worrying about our provision. This was the lesson that was to be learned in the wilderness.

When people amass things, they do it because they can. That’s not a bad thing. That leads to security and flourishing. But it can also lead to complacency, as we saw in the manna story. It is not bad to have things. It isn’t bad to have extra. But, why do we have the extra? What do we do with it? Does it make us complacent to the point that we no longer see God as our provider? Are we amassing most of it for ourselves, or do we have it so we can help others? This is the point with which Jesus begins. Are we supposed to work or are we to just wait on Jesus to drop food onto our plates? The answer is that we are to work. While Jesus provides for the birds, we see them constantly working to get the provided food. 

If we are amassing things out of worry, then we are not moving in faith. Once again, saving is good if done for the right reasons in the right amounts. But if we are amassing it for our own selfish inclinations. That is bad. If we are amassing things due to our unhealthy worrying about tomorrow, then we are lacking the basic faith and acknowledgement of God as provider for the future. This would have hit home more in Jesus’ day than it does for us in the modern, wealthy west. But the point is still to be made. 

If God provides for the animal kingdom, and we are more valuable to him than they, why do we worry to the point of anxiety? This does not mean there won’t be hard times. There are large numbers of Christians living in famine ridden lands all over the world. It isn’t because of a lack of faith. It can be related to weather or tyrannical government. This is not the point. The point is, “Do we see god as our ultimate provider, and can we count on Him – in faith?” 

What about those living in famine and poverty? Why doesn’t God move to help them? How are they to get food and shelter? This goes back to where our treasures are stored. We have said it time and again. When we pray for God’s name to be hallowed, we have to hallow it. When we pray for His kingdom to come, we aren’t just praying for Jesus’ final return. The kingdom has already arrived according to Jesus. So, how do those people living in famine and squalor get relief? Why are we amassing extra? For the believer, some of that extra is to go to those who don’t have what they need. Taking care of the vulnerable is a major part of the kingdom life. Faith in God’s provision allows us to be more generous to others in their time of need, because we can be safe in the fact that somehow God will provide. 

Matt. 20:1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius1 a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And gabout the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And hwhen evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his iforeman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and jthe scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, k‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take lwhat belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 mAm I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or ndo you begrudge my generosity?’2 16 So othe last will be first, and the first last.”

We’ve already spoken about this parable in our study, but one thing we need to see is God’s merciful provision. We can tend to think of what we do here and now as being something of a one to one transaction. If we put a value on some kingdom work generous deed, we tend to think that we will get it back in the final iteration of the kingdom. However, what this parable says is that God is more merciful and generous than we could ever imagine. He is in charge of blessings and we can’t even begin to understand how blessed we will be. Why does God say He will provide? For one thing, He loves us. But another reason is so that we are able to bestow blessing on others. That is how the kingdom works. 

Therefore, what we are hearing from Jesus is that we are not to amass things that can be taken away from us. We can see that there are many believers who have had those things taken away. By a life of generous giving and radical forgiveness and radical love, the kingdom moves forward. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]So, as Jesus has said, let’s be singly focused on His kingdom and His will. When we do that, He will sort out the questions we have regarding what we have and what to do with it. And that will lead to things being invested in the right place – Heaven, where the things of God cannot be taken away from us, for there is no corruption there. 
 
